Scratch new golf gadgets from wish list
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      Golf has changed a lot over the past 10 to 15 years. As late as 1995, a lot of us were still using woods made of wood off the tee and balls that would "smile" after a bad hit.
      These days we all hit with humongous-headed drivers and use balls that go a mile and are impossible to cut. And there are all kinds of products on the market to help us with our golf game.
      Almost every week I get e-mails about the latest golf gadgets that someone has invented and wants to make a fortune on. The press releases are often entertaining in their effort to get you to pay attention to the new products.
      The G-Clip 4-in-1 Belt Clip Golf Tool is made by Fine Tune Golf, and the press release tells you how golf retailers and celebrities love it. But it took until the ninth paragraph to discover that it "cleverly" carries a ball marker, divot repair tool, two golf tees, and a Velcro patch to hold a golf glove, all on the outside of your pants.
      How about the GEL putter, which is "changing the face of putters." These putters "are proven to get the ball rolling forward faster and reducing skid." They have a "unique teeth-like horizontal groove pattern" on the face of the putter and are "every golfer's solution to their putting woes."
      The Fairway Driver advertises itself as "The Next Big Thing in Golf." It's "a unique club that allows golfers to drive the green from distances once thought to be too far" and is supposed to "produce driver-like shots off the grass."
      One golf product I'm sure you never considered before is a skin-care creation by buji, which wants to protect you from poison ivy. I love the opening paragraph from this release:
      "Players with less than perfect aim or an itch to relieve themselves on the course have given new meaning to the term scratch golfer."
      Then it goes on to say that 22 percent of core golfers have been afflicted with poison ivy, oak or sumac on their arms, legs or — yikes! — groin, while golfing.
      There's even a product that helps you to use your brain better on the course.
      A natural dietary supplement by Mind Sports Nutrition "elevates and protects the body's ... neurotransmitters, which are used in concentration, calm focus and most importantly, muscle memory." The idea here is that if you can improve your muscle memory, you can hit more consistent golf shots.
      The golf products are seemingly endless. There's the Golf Made Simple program that shows a man with what looks like a hula hoop around his head. "Tour Tempo" promises increased club head speed and consistency. The Smart Path golf swing trainer is supposed to help you practice with or without a golf ball, indoors or out.
      As far as I'm concerned, you can try any new gadget and maybe it will help your golf game for no other reason than you think it helps you. But I still believe in the old adage, it's the Indian, not the arrow(s).
      However, you just might want to pick up some of that special lotion for relief for those times you must do your business out amid the poison ivy.
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