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Legal Analyst Says Karr Could Still Face A Number Of
Charges
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(CBS) BOULDER Investigators say no DNA match in the Ramsey murder case means no criminal charges against the man they’ve been holding.

Despite John Mark Karr admitting on camera he was with JonBenet Ramsey when she died and despite claims he drugged and assaulted her, the case against him has been dropped.

As CBS 2 Chief Correspondent Jay Levine reports, Karr’s legal problems are not entirely over.

Admitting that she had in her words, no evidence, other than his own repeated admissions, the district attorney in Boulder ended the two-week odyssey with a whimper.

“The warrant on Mr. Karr has been dropped by the DA. They are not proceeding with this case,” public defender Seth Temin said.

Instead Karr, who was brought to Colorado in shackles, will apparently be shipped back to California to face old child pornography charges. Some believe he could have faced charges in Colorado, too.

“He gave false information to authorities about his involvement in a murder case, and that is obstructing justice,” said CBS 2 Legal Analyst Irv Miller. 

He could face charges for the e-mails he sent to a Colorado professor and the statements he made to reporters about being there when the 6-year-old beauty pageant winner was murdered, an accident he called it. 

Karr was brought all the way back from Thailand for a DNA test that cleared him within 24 hours, a test some say could have been done in Thailand.

"They didnt need to have him here at all," said Dr. Karl Reich of Independent Forensics Lab.

Karl Reich, who runs a respected Chicago area forensics lab, disagrees with Monday's court filing thatsays: “Although investigators in Thailand obtained swabs from several items touched by Mr. Karr, there was no way to obtain a buccal swab without alerting Mr. Karr to the fact that he was being investigated.”

"They should have been able to get all the information they need from either a discarded cigarette butt or a discarded razor blade or something he sipped from," Reich said.

But the fact is, going after Karr may have signaled a new direction for prosecutors.

“Because if district attorney believed that the parents had done this, a third party never would have been arrested. Now they believe that the intruder theory is a valid theory and that’s where they’re going to be going from this point on,” Miller said.

But with Karr and the parents eliminated, investigators are now back to square one with a DNA sample from the scene but no suspect to match it to. 
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